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 Enrichment News  03/2022 

 News & Information 
 ●  Any Governor’s School student or gifted student in grades 8-12 who would like to chat 

 about grades, concerns, etc.—I am available to meet at the high school on Monday’s after 
 11am.  Just use my sign-up sheet in guidance or contact our high school Site-Based Gifted 
 Coordinators, Kelly Blackwell or Dr. Amanda Biviano. 

 ●  Student interviews for Governor’s School applicants will be Tuesday, March 1 and Thursday, 
 March 3.  By March 31st, all students who applied to Gov School will receive decision letters. 

 ●  We are excited to implement universal gifted testing for all second graders this spring! 

 Student Reviews 
 To help us practice being in front of the camera for our community project (keep reading, more on that 
 later); we reviewed our favorite books, foods, restaurants, video games, hobbies, etc.  This gave students 
 a chance to practice in front of the camera while also being able to play around with the features on 
 Flipgrid. 



 Floyd Enrichment Project 
 It is all about  COMMUNITY  !  In our enrichment groups,  third 
 and fourth graders have been learning about where they live, 
 right here in the Appalachian mountains.  As we have 
 continued to study, we added in students from grades fifth 
 through seventh and they have all come up with great ideas 
 about how to tell the story of Floyd through their eyes.  We 
 have started to form a project looking both at cool places in 
 Floyd and the history of Floyd. 

 Students in elementary schools have started their project by 
 creating a list of places to research and learn more about in 
 Floyd.  You may have seen this Google form in the Google 
 classroom for your child’s school.  Once students gather the 
 research and complete the Google forms, we will take that 
 information and our intention is to create projects from maps 
 around town to include podcasts, video tours, and some 
 students are even writing their own books!   

 Students have been working on higher order critical thinking skills especially in specific 
 areas such as:  viable research, digital literacy, effective communication, design and 
 execution of a process, publication, and presentation. 

 If you are out and about in town, your child may ask to borrow your phone to take 
 pictures…if you are willing, please feel free to email them to me.  snyderj@floyd.k12.va.us 

 The project will take quite a while, and will take us a lot of different places especially since 
 it is  student-led  .  We are all so excited to add our  "piece" to the project and we welcome 
 all positive ideas and positive support! 

 Goal setting with kids 
 Goal setting is very important, and you can never start too early.  Children need to be 
 working toward something.  They also need to know what they are doing is useful. 

 Discuss goals with your child….if they want to go to Governor’s School in high school, 
 discuss the math classes they need to be taking now in order to be prepared.  Does your 
 child want to start their own business as soon as they graduate high school?  Great, what 
 do they need to be taking in school to prepare them for that? 

 Education is not a passive experience.  Our schools have excellent guidance counselors, 
 teachers, and many individuals who love to talk to kids about their goals and how to 
 prepare for their futures.  We have the BEST College and Career Readiness Center at our 
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 high school.  If you haven’t visited, please go, this is an excellent resource, don’t wait to 
 make a plan and don’t hesitate to ask for help! 

 Try goal-setting at home, there are five easy steps for helping your child set a goal.  Even if 
 it is a goal to become better at organizing their backpack or doing their chores, help them 
 learn to look ahead. 

 Setting Goals in 5 Steps: 

 1- Help them to choose a goal that they find is important to them 

 2- Make is a  SMAR  T goal 

 Smart goals are:  S  pecific,  M  easurable,  A  chievable,  R  ewarding, and  T  ime-bound 

 3- Break down the goal into mini-steps if necessary (and in order to celebrate small 
 successes toward the goal).  You don’t want the goal to be too overwhelming to attempt. 

 4- Set deadlines (remember deadline dates can be revised as long as they keep working) 

 5- Be ready for obstacles and how to overcome them-kids need to know rarely do our best 
 laid plans work in just the right way….prepare them for the path to curve sometimes. 

 Setting goals teaches children responsibility, determination, and helps to motivate them! 

 “If yo� ha�� bu��� ca��l�� in t�e a�r, yo�� wo�� ne�� no� be lo��; t�a� is w�e�� t�e� s�o��d be. Now 
 pu� t�e fo����ti��� un��� t�e�.”   ~Hen�� Dav�� Tho���u 
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